Unfolding the Word on Good Friday
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O Lord, open our lips

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Give us the joy of your saving help

and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit.

Holy God, lover of our souls, we come as people created by and for love: Gather us in this time to hear again your word of love, to  renew our trust in its breadth and depth. In the sacrifice of your love for us, may we find renewal and be your love in the world.  Amen.

HYMN
When I survey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ my God; All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.

See from his head, his hands, his feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

His dying crimson like a robe,

Spreads o’er his body on the Tree;
Then am I dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.
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Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, 
so that,  free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed.
1 Peter 2.24

Let us confess our sins.
O God, you know my foolishness and my sins are not hidden from you:  
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Let not the flood overwhelm me nor the depths swallow me up;
let not the pit shut its mouth upon me:  
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Hear me, O Lord, as your loving kindness is good; turn to me as your compassion is great:  Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all our days.

Amen.
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OPENING PRAYER
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery, and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence carry out the work of our salvation: and let the whole world feel and see

that things which were cast down are being raised up and things which had grown old are being made new and that all things are returning to perfection through him from whom they took their origin, even Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Liturgy of the Word


FIRST READING
Isaiah 52.13 – end of 53
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up,  and shall be very high. Just as there were many who were astonished at him — so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals — so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.

[bookmark: page57]Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future?


For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;

because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

PSALM 22.1-11
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me, ♦ 
[bookmark: page58]and are so far from my salvation, from the words of my distress?
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; ♦
and by night also, but I find no rest.
Yet you are the Holy One, ♦ enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
Our forebears trusted in you; ♦ 
they trusted, and you delivered them.
They cried out to you and were delivered; ♦
they put their trust in you and were not confounded.
But as for me, I am a worm and no man, ♦ 
scorned by all and despised by the people.
All who see me laugh me to scorn; ♦
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
‘He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; ♦ 
let him deliver him, if he delights in him.’

But it is you that took me out of the womb ♦ and laid me safe upon my mother’s breast.
On you was I cast ever since I was born; ♦
you are my God even from my mother’s womb.
Be not far from me, for trouble is near at hand ♦ 
and there is none to help.

SECOND READING
Hebrews 10.16-25
‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds’, he also adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
[bookmark: page59]
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

MEDITATION
[God says]: “No matter what you have done, I love you for your own sake.  Come to me with your misery and your sins, with your trouble and your needs, and with all your longing to be loved. I stand at the door of your heart and knock. Open to me, for I thirst for you.” Mother Teresa (1910-1997)

Where do we long to be loved and forgiven at this hour?

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.


Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing.  Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness. He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name:  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
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HYMN
Faithful cross, above all other:

one and only noble tree!
None in foliage, none in blossom,
none in fruit thy peer may be:
sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
sweetest weight is hung on thee.

Bend thy boughs, O tree of glory!

Thy relaxing sinews bend;
forawhile the ancient rigour
that thy birth bestowed, suspend;
and the King of heavenly beauty
gently on thy arms extend.
Words: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (540-600?)

trans. after John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

The Prayers


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray to the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son to give us life.

Simon from Cyrene was forced to carry the cross for your Son. Give us grace to lift heavy loads from those we meet and to stand with those condemned to die.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Your Son watched the soldiers gamble to share his clothes. Transform the hearts of those who make a profit from their victims, and those whose hearts are hardened by their work.
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Lord, graciously hear us.

The thief, who was crucified with Jesus, was promised a place in your kingdom. Give pardon and hope, healing and peace to all who look death in the face. Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

From the cross Jesus entrusted Mary his mother and John his disciple to each other’s care. Help us also to care for one another

and fill our homes with the spirit of your love.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

In Mary and John your Son created a new family at the cross. Fill our relationships, and those of new families today, with mutual care and responsibility,
and give us a secure hope for the future.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

The centurion was astonished to see your glory in the crucified Messiah.  Open the eyes of those who do not know you to see in your Son the meaning of life and death.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

[bookmark: page62]Joseph of Arimathaea came to take your Son’s body away. Give hope and faith to the dying and bereaved, and gentleness to those who minister to them.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Simon and Joseph, Mary and John became part of your Church in Jerusalem.  Bring into your Church today a varied company of people, to walk with Christ in the way of his passion

and to find their salvation in the victory of his cross.
Lord of the Church,

hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you in Christ our Lord. Amen.


HYMN
Here is love vast as the ocean,

Loving-kindness as the flood,
When the Prince of Life, our ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten

Throughout heav’n’s eternal days.

On the Mount of Crucifixion, Fountains opened deep and wide; Through the flood-gates of God’s mercy Flowed a vast and gracious tide. Grace and love like mighty rivers Poured incessant from above; Heaven’s peace and perfect justice Kissed a guilty world in love.
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

When circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we can still make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in His Presence in the Eucharist, and we ask Him to unite Himself with us.

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the one true vine.  I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.  I seek you. I worship and adore you.  Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you will come into my heart and soul,
that I may be united to you, by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you, and be nourished by you. Become for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very human journey through time,
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death.

I pray all this, trusting that you yourself are
our Life, our Peace, and our everlasting Joy. Amen.

[bookmark: page64]COLLECT
Almighty Father,

look with mercy on this your family
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of sinners and to suffer death upon the cross;

who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Standing at the foot of the cross, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
now and forever. Amen.
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