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When the end of another year is nearly upon us I reflect on the year.  This year in the 

world it has been a mixture of joy and sorrow.     Sadly this year there are many who 

have not survived to see the colours in their life. Is is so sad when lives are lost in natural 

disasters and the most tragic are those families who have to come to terms with their loss 

as a result of today’s war and terrorism. My heart breaks as I listen to the news about the 

people in Aleppo and Yemen.  This is no way to live—too many are dying.  We pray for 

an end to all wars.  Aleppo is a place where the children have stopped crying, the people  

are exhausted beyond words by a life beyond description.  

 

The 18th Century poet Alexander Pope wrote: 

 

Love, hope and joy, fair pleasure’s smiling train. 

Hate, fear and grief,  the family of pain, 

These mixed with art and due bounds confined. 

Make and maintain the balance of the mind; 

As the year draws to a close, here is a thought for today—and all 

the days to come: 

Don’t be too busy, too serious, too sensible—at least, not all the 

time! Remember to have a little fun, enjoy a little nonsense, a 

sprinkling of dreams, even a few daydreams, to balance life’s 

events.  Make the most of life’s small joys and pleasures as well 

as its great happinesses.  It will help you to cope all the better 

with the ups and downs of life. 

Mistakes make me human. 
Failure makes me stronger. 
Love keeps me alive. 
Life keeps me smiling. 

Christmas time is a time to share 

The passing of another year. 

The birth of Jesus, joyful prayer, 

Show our loved ones how much we care. 

Christmas time is a time to pray, 

Put love and kindness on display, 

Show compassion along the way. 

Christmas time should be every day. 

Advent meaning “coming” is a time of expectation and preparation and starts the liturgical 

year four Sundays before December 25.  The Symbol for Advent is the Advent Wreath. Each 

week an additional candle is lit, so by the end of Advent all four are lit.    The colour Purple 

is used in the vestments and decorations and symbolises the coming of Christ our King.     

  

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete, the Latin word for rejoice and on this 

week the rose candle is used.  The colour Rose symbolises the HOPE for the coming of 

Jesus.  The white candle in the centre is finally lit on Christmas Day and represents Jesus, the 

Light of the World.   

Christmas Season -begins at the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve and ends on the Feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord, the Sunday after January 6 - Epiphany. During this season White or 

Gold is the colour used to show our Joy and represents innocence and holiness.   

 

It is a time to reflect and prepare for Christ’s second coming at the end of time. 
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Motherly God  by Janet Morley 

 

God our mother 

You hold our life within you, 

Nourish us at your breast, 

And teach us to walk alone. 

Help us so to receive your tenderness 

And respond to your challenge 

That others may draw life from us, 

In your name.  Amen.  

Now when Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea in the days 

of Herod the King, behold, 

there came wise men from the 

east to Jerusalem. 

Matthew 2:1 

Let me not wrap, stack, box, tie, tag, bundle, seal keep Christmas.  

Christmas kept is liable to mold. 

Let me give CHRISTMAS  away, unwrapped, by exuberant armfuls.  

Let me share, dance & live CHRISTMAS unpretentiously, merrily, 

Responsibly with overflowing hands, tireless steps and Sparking eyes. 

CHRISTMAS given away will stay fresh—even until it comes again. 

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope                                                    

and the peace of His love at Christmas and always.  



LOOKING BACK : 
FUNDRAISING: 

Beetle Drive with Hot Pot—15 people played the game amid much laughter, this was 

followed by a delicious hot pot made by Hazel.   The afternoon raised €185. 

“North to Alaska” - a short film of a holiday across Canada & Alaska this followed a 

meal of Pie ‘n’ Peas.  On offer, Cottage Pie, Chicken & Mushroom Pie, Meat & Potato 

Pie and we also catered for the vegetarians. Then followed the regular monthly “Soup 

Sunday”   We also hosted a stall at the Forum—the payment to hold the stall was for 

AECC—Cancer Care.  Our stall sold crafts, cards, cakes and a little bric-a-brac.  The 

next week saw 16 people sit down at Elaine & Geoff’s for a curry.   These four events 

in quick succession raised €600.    Thank you to those who supported us.  Hard work 

but clearly worthwhile.  

Monday 12th December was a  

fantastic afternoon.    
With approximately 200 gathered 

together to sing their hearts out.   
100 seated and 100 standing and 

sitting on walls around about.  

There were also quite a few people 

joining in with the carols across the 
road at the café La Scala.   

The atmosphere was great.  

FORUM CURRY NIGHT 

LOOKING FOWARD : 

 Immediately after Christmas we will be launching a  

“FORECAST FUNDRAISER” 

This is a Chaplaincy wide fundraising competition, pit yourself 

against the year ahead.  

We, in Albir,  have 100 entry forms (to start with) to sell at €5 

each.    On-line payments will be available if you know 

of anyone in the UK who would like to take part.                             

 

ALL COMPLETED ENTRIES MUST BE RETURNED  

TO HAZEL OR ELAINE by 12th March (NO ENTRIES 

WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE)  

PLEASE ask your friends and neighbours if they would like to 

take part.  The idea is to “Forecast” the outcome of various 

events  - likely or not!    Winners will be announced in the 

first half of January 2018—for a  prize of   €250 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT ADVANCE DATE FOR YOUR DIARY ! 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER—As always, this is the 1st Friday of March.  So for 

2017 this will be the 3rd.     We plan to start at 4pm and the theme is : 

“Am I being unfair to you? “   This year the service has been written by the women of 

the Philippines.   Although known as “Women’s World Day of Prayer” , this is because it 

is written by women with women in mind BUT it is important to note that this service is 

OPEN TO EVERYONE we had a few men in the congregation last year and we would 

love to see more this year.  As always, suitable themed refreshments will follow.  I will be 

looking later on for ten people to take part and help to make this a memorable service.      

There will be a lot to look forward to with various events across the Chaplaincy.  Please 

watch & listen for details.   Everything will be advertised on the Chaplaincy website  

www.costablanca-anglicanchaplaincy.org   It is worth checking it regularly.  

We had excellent press coverage leading up to both the 

carol singing and also the carol service.   This has been 

followed by good coverage of the beach carols.   

21 March 2017 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 

CHURCH MEETING 

 

The meeting will begin 

at 11 am.  Coffee will  

be available before.   

Lunch will be available 

afterwards..   

 

This will be held at the 

Hotel Esmerelda 

Calpe.   

 

Pop the date in your diary. 


